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Post’s Old Soldiers Day 
To Honor Recently ID'd

Airman from World War II

Saturday morning’s Old Soldiers Day (OSD) Ceremony at the Post will honor World War II U.S. Army Air Forces 
Sergeant William A. Jones of Rome, Ga. Jones was declared Missing In Action (MIA) on Jan. 30, 1944 after his 
aircraft crashed in Italy. He remained missing in action for more than eight decades before being officially accounted 
for on June 10, 2026.

Georgia 7th District Congressman Rich McCormick, M.D., this year’s OSD guest speaker for the 10 a.m. Saturday 
ceremony, along with members of the Post’s leadership team, will place a brick in the WW II section of the Walk 
honoring Sgt. Jones and his service. 

On Jan. 30, 1944 Jones was serving as the assistant radio operator aboard a B-24 Liberator bomber on a mission to 
Udine, Italy. The plane was shot down while returning from its mission and was last sighted north of the Isle of Morgo 
off the Italian coast near the town of Grado.

Three crew members made it out of the plane before the crash, but only one survived. The other seven members, 
including Jones, were believed to have still been in the aircraft when it crashed. 

Post 201 has celebrated Old Soldiers Day on the first Saturday in August since 1952. Music for this Saturday’s 
ceremony will be provided by the Alpha Brass, a component of the Alpharetta City Band. Well- known local attorney 
Scott Childress will be the program’s master of ceremonies. 

The general public is welcome to attend the ceremony and brief reception following the event. The Post’s facilities, 
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including the Clubroom/Bar, will be open to the general public for the remainder of the day.

The winning ticket for the Auxiliary's Handmade Quilt Auction is scheduled to be drawn at 4 p.m. You do not have to 
be present to win. The Auxiliary started selling raffle tickets for the handmade quilt in early July. Tickets are 1 for $5, 
3 for $10, and 10 for $20. The quilt has a Pioneer pattern which ties in nicely with the nation’s 250th birthday.

During his two decades of service, Congressman McCormick deployed to combat zones in Africa, the Persian Gulf, 
and Afghanistan. As a Marine, he flew helicopters, was Airborne and attached to Army and foreign forces, and taught 
at Georgia Tech and Morehouse College as the Marine Officer Instructor. In the Navy, he earned the rank of 
Commander and served as Department Head for the Emergency Medicine Department in Kandahar, Afghanistan.

Between deployments, he earned his Master of Business Administration from National University and a medical 
degree from Atlanta’s Morehouse School of Medicine where he was honored to serve as student body president. He 
completed residency in Emergency Medicine through Emory while training at Grady Hospital in Atlanta. Most 
recently, he served as an Emergency Room physician at Northside Hospital.

In Congress he serves on the House Armed Services, House Oversight, and Science, Space, and Technology 
Committees. 

# # #
Editor’s note: See the following two sources for more information on Sergeant Jones: 

https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4547729/airman-accounted-for-fromworld-war-
ii-jones-w/

https://www.449bg.org/jones-william-j5703-449bg.cfm

~ ~ ~

Auxiliary to Recognize
Purple Heart Recipients
6 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 4

The Post’s Auxiliary Unit 201 will recognize Purple Heart recipients in an early evening ceremony starting a 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 4 at the Walk of Memories Purple Heart pod. Although National Purple Heart Day is observed annually 
on August 7, Tuesday night’s date coincides with the Military Order of the Purple Heart’s monthly meeting at the 
Post. 

Following the ‘brief’ ceremony, the Auxiliary will treat the Purple Heart recipients and their guests to dinner at the 
Post, said Ellen Youngblood, Unit 201’s president.

The Purple Heart is the oldest active military award in the United States. It was originally established by General 
George Washington as the Badge of Military Merit on August 7, 1782.

Washington’s original award consisted of a heart-shaped piece of purple cloth or silk with the word "Merit" stitched 
across the front. It was designed specifically to recognize extraordinary fidelity and singular meritorious action by 
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enlisted soldiers and noncommissioned officers, granting them the unique privilege of passing all guards and sentinels 
just like a commissioned officer. 

Records indicate only three soldiers received the original badge during the Revolutionary War. Subsequently, the 
award fell into long-term obscurity once the war ended.

The decoration remained a historical footnote for nearly 150 years until February 22, 1932, when U.S. Army Chief of 
Staff General Douglas MacArthur spearheaded its revival on the bicentennial of Washington’s birth. 

Redesigned as a metallic medal featuring a profile bust of Washington, the revived award initially recognized both 
exceptional meritorious service and combat wounds. However, following the United States' entry into World War II, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed an executive order in December 1942 restricting the Purple Heart exclusively 
to military personnel who were wounded or killed in action against an enemy, while also permitting posthumous 
awards. 

Over subsequent decades, the criteria expanded to accommodate changing forms of warfare and service, extending 
eligibility across all branches of the armed forces, to certain civilian workers, and to casualties of friendly fire or 
international terrorist attacks. 

Today, nearly two million service members have earned this prestigious decoration, standing as a universal symbol of 
sacrifice and bravery.

~ ~ ~

Post to Host Veterans
Town Hall on Aug. 12

Congressman Rich McCormick will lead a Veterans Town Hall meeting in the Post’s Ballroom on Wednesday, Aug. 
12 from 9 a.m. to 10 30 a.m.

The meeting announcement (click here to read) invites veterans “for coffee, light refreshments, and a conversation 

about the issues that matter most to our veterans.”

Veterans interested in attending need to RSVP to Elizabeth Orr at elizabeth.orr@mail.house.gov

~ ~ ~

Upcoming Post 201, Other
Veteran Related Activities

9-Ball Pool Tournament, 2 p.m.
Every 3rd Sunday in the Clubroom/Bar

VIEW FEATURED 
POST EVENTS

Tuesday, Aug. 4. Coast Guard Birthday
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Thursday, Aug. 6, 6:30 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting. Tom Billings has been named the Interim Finance 
Committee Chairperson as the search for a permanent committee chairperson continues.

Friday, Aug. 7. National Purple Heart Day.

Sunday, August 9, 2 p.m. BINGO at the Post. $1,000 Jackpot. A news note of interest: The Sunday, July 26 
Bingo game set at new attendance record with 173 individuals playing that afternoon.

Tuesday, Aug. 11, 6 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting. 

Tuesday, Aug. 18, 5:30 p.m. House & Grounds Committee Meeting. 

Tuesday, Aug. 18, 7 p.m. General Membership Meeting. Complimentary dinner served in the 6 p.m. time 

frame.

Sunday, August 23, 2 p.m. BINGO at the Post. $1,000 Jackpot.

Monday, Aug. 24, 7 p.m. VFW Post 12002 Month-End Meeting. The VFW's month-end meeting at Post 201 
is scheduled for 7 p.m. on the 4th Monday of every month. The mid-month meeting is scheduled for 11:30 a.m. on the 
2nd Wednesday of every month at Brimstone Restaurant & Tavern, 10595 Old Alabama Connector Road, Alpharetta. 

Tuesday, Aug. 25, 6:30 p.m. SAL Membership Meeting.

Wednesday, Aug. 26. Kabul 13 Remembrance Day.

Monday, Sept. 7. Labor Day.

Friday, Sept. 11. Patriot Day (Informally known as 9/11 Remembrance Day).

Friday, Sept. 18. U.S. Air Force Birthday.

Saturday, Sept. 19. POW/MIA Recognition Day.

Wednesday, Oct. 14. 9th Annual Rick Gimpel Memorial Golf Tournament. The Golf Club at Bradshaw 

Farm, 3030 Bradshaw Drive, Woodstock. Registration opens at 8 a.m. Shotgun start at 9:30 a.m. Contact Derek 
Garmon, 770-549-5669, derekgarmon@yahoo.com, or Bruce Hay, 309-657-8528, hayville@att.net for 
details. Tournament meeting planning dates between now and tournament day are Wednesday, Aug. 5 & 19, Sept. 2, 9, 
16, 23 & 30, and Oct. 7. All meetings are scheduled to start at 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 7, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 10th Annual Cruz-In “car show”. Free for members of the general public 
who want to visit the Post and look at the cars on display. The registration fee for those showing cars: $10 pre-show; 

$20 day of show. To register click here , or if you need more details or have questions 

email al201carshow@gmail.com. Food and drinks will be available for sale, and children can take advantage of a 
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jump house and other planned activities during the 4-hour event. Also, a “Stars & Stripes” baseball game pitting the 
Aviator Nation against the Georgia Jackets, is scheduled for 11 a.m.

Saturday, Nov. 7, 12 noon. 2nd Annual Georgia American Legion Veterans Raffle Drawing. Click this 

link     for details. Tickets are now available at the Post. Winning tickets will be drawn Saturday, Nov. 7, 2026. You do 

not have to be present to win. For every $20 ticket sold by Post 201, the Post gets to keep $12 for its treasury.

Wednesday, Nov.11. Veterans Day.

~ ~ ~

CLUB 201 DANCE - 
LEARN MORE

 

VETERANS RESOURCES  
Visit the Resource Page     at Post 201's website, www.legion201.org for a significant amount of information concerning 

various resources available for veterans. You'll find a Survivor Assistance Checklist, Benefits for Georgia Veterans, 
Burial at Sea Information, Veteran's License Plates Information, Emergency Housing Information Guide and many 
other resources.

Past Issues of the Post's E-newsletter - Click here.

Veterans Crisis Line
Call 988 and Press 1 or Text 838255

Visit www.veteranscrisisline.net 
VA Telephone Hotline - 1-877-222-8387

Post 201 Service Officer Hotline for Vets-at-Risk - 631-720-6022
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